Here are learning objectives for a multilevel string class incorporating the Suzuki Method,
organized by level and reflecting Suzuki’s core principles (such as listening, repetition, parental
involvement, and development of tone and posture).

General Course Objectives (All Levels)

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Demonstrate foundational and level-appropriate technique on a string instrument (violin,
viola, cello, or bass).

Apply listening and memorization skills in learning music, in line with the Suzuki method.
Exhibit appropriate playing posture and instrument care.

Perform solo and ensemble pieces with correct rhythm, pitch, and musical expression.
Engage in collaborative music-making with peers of varying levels.

Level 1: Beginner (Suzuki Books 1-2)

Technical and Musical Objectives:

Hold the instrument and bow with correct posture and hand shape.

Produce a clear tone on open strings and basic fingered notes.

Perform foundational Suzuki pieces by memory (e.g., “Twinkle Variations” through
“Lightly Row”).

Identify and play simple rhythms (quarter, half, and eighth notes).

Develop listening skills through daily listening to assigned Suzuki recordings.

Suzuki-Specific Objectives:

Participate in group classes with cooperative play and repetition.
Follow practice routines with parent support at home.
Demonstrate ability to imitate teacher/model performances by ear.

Level 2: Intermediate (Suzuki Books 3—4)

Technical and Musical Objectives:

Develop fluent use of first and third positions (or second/extended positions for
cello/bass).



e Execute more advanced bowing techniques (slurs, hooked bows, string crossings).

e Perform more complex Suzuki repertoire (e.g., “Minuet 1” to “Concerto in A minor,
Vivaldi”).

e Begin to read music fluently alongside continued aural learning.

Suzuki-Specific Objectives:

e Apply expressive phrasing and dynamics as modeled by recordings/teacher.
e Demonstrate independence in home practice with decreasing parental assistance.
e Collaborate in group settings to build ensemble skills (intonation, timing, and blending).

Level 3: Advanced (Suzuki Books 5 and above)

Technical and Musical Objectives:

Perform in higher positions with confident shifting and vibrato.

Interpret complex musical forms and styles within and beyond the Suzuki repertoire.
Prepare and perform full-length concert works (e.g., “Concerto in G Major,” “La Folia”).
Demonstrate leadership in ensemble settings (e.g., taking solos, mentoring beginners).

Suzuki-Specific Objectives:

e Model tone quality and musical sensitivity for younger students.
e Continue the habit of listening critically to professional recordings.
e Reflect on personal progress and set musical goals with minimal teacher prompting.
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